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Crowds Continue to Grow at Pipeline Meetings 

 
     Freezing temperatures did 
not keep over 300 people from 
attending the public pipeline 
meeting held at James Monroe 
High School last Thursday. 
Landowners and residents filed 
into the hall to be greeted by an 
extensive exhibit of maps and 
photos providing detailed 
information about the gas 
transmission pipelines being 
proposed to run across 22 
miles of Monroe County 
territory. Pictures and graphs 
depicted the potential impacts 
such a project could have on 
water, public safety and quality 
of life. The auditorium soon 
filled with people viewing a 
documentary(1) about local 
residents in Virginia 
intervening against the 
proposed interstate gas 
pipelines, while they waited to 
hear the panel of experts lined 
up for the presentation.  
     The meeting officially 
opened with a moving color 
guard ceremony conducted by 
the JROTC, followed by an 
introduction by Dr. Stephen 
Miller, family physician and 
resident of Lindside. An in-
depth overview of the 
proposed pipelines was 
provided by Elise Keaton, 
native of Hinton and Education 
and Outreach Coordinator for 
the Greenbrier River 
Watershed Association who 
holds a law degree from the 
University of Houston.  

     As slides on the giant 
JMHS movie screen depicted a 
drawing of the proposed 42 
inch diameter pipeline lying in 
an 8 ft wide by 10 ft deep 
trench, a mock up version of 
the pipe 15 ft long was carried 
onto the stage by JMHS 
students. Seeing the proposed 
42" pipe next to the 20" pipe 
that caused the recent 
Sissonville explosion on 
Interstate 77, where a wall of 
fire and 100 ft high flames 
burnt down 8 houses and left a 
15ft deep crater next to the 
highway, was a stark reminder 
to the audience that living next 
to dangerous substances means 
dangerous things can happen.   
     Some of the highlights of 
discussion during the meeting 
included:  
     *This county holds precious 
water resources which 
currently provide the drinking 
water in private wells and 
public distribution systems 
such as the Red Sulphur Public 
Service District, the Gap Mills 
PSD and the town of Union 
PSD to the residents of Monroe 
County.  Any seemingly 
localized contamination events 
can affect drinking water 
supplies throughout the county. 
From information provided by 
the speakers, the message 
regarding water was clear: 
Despite the claims of economic 
benefits contained in the report 
released by the MVP gas 

company in December, this 
pipeline is not worth the risk of 
contaminating the water for 
thousands of people.  
     *Landowners who do not 
wish to allow surveying on 
their property can post 'No 
Trespassing / No Surveying' 
signs which must be respected 
by the gas companies 
according to WV Code, 
Section 61-3B-1 up until  
landowner permission to 
survey is granted or until 2016 
when the right of eminent 
domain(2) could be granted by 
the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to the gas 
companies.  
     Speaker Dale McCutcheon 
who has worked in water 
regulation and testing as 
County Sanitarian in seven 
West Virginia counties 
including Monroe, and as a 
private consultant for over 
forty years, focused audience 
attention on concerns about 
water contamination resulting 
from the pipeline.   He 
emphasized that the 
underground caves and 
passages found in Karst areas 
such as Monroe county are 
more easily contaminated than 
other types of subsurface due 
the fact that contaminants on 
the surface can runoff into the  
groundwater without being 
filtered out by the soil, as they 
would be in nonkarst areas. He 
further noted that the pipeline 
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presented an unlimited number 
of possibilities for groundwater 
contamination and the health 
hazards associated with water 
contaminants which include 
cancer, liver damage and a 
wide variety of other illnesses.  
He spoke of the extreme 
difficulty in cleaning up 
contaminated groundwater, 
reading the following 
statement issued by the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency out loud to the 
audience:  “Experience has 
shown that this cleanup 
process can take anywhere 
from several years to many 
decades, depending on the 
conditions at the site. 
Sometimes, however, 
depending on the type of 
contamination, the ground 
water cannot be restored.”  
     Mr. Jerry Pitzer, board 
member of the Red Sulphur 
PSD and owner of Pitzer Real 
Estate, based in Peterstown 
since 1975, also informed the 
audience that constructing a 
pipeline presents a "big risk of 
a lot of contamination" to local 
water supplies. Using slides 
projected on the giant screen, 
he showed the audience how to 
detect contamination by 
looking for murky water or 
'turbidity' as it is referred to by 
water specialists. As levels of 
turbidity rise, water loses its 
transparency due to the 
presence of suspended particles 
such as mud, sand, and silt 
which trap heavy metals, 
pesticides and other toxic 
organic compounds and 
pollutants into the water. 
Suspended particles absorb 
heat from sunlight making 
waters warmer and reducing 
growth of certain organisms 

which provide food for fish. 
High levels of turbidity cause 
fish eggs to suffocate  and die.  
But also, it is essential to 
eliminate the turbidity of water 
in order to effectively disinfect 
it for drinking purposes, and 
high levels of turbidity add 
extra cost to the treatment of 
surface water supplies, require 
additional chemicals, 
lengthening process time and 
therefore reducing production.  
     On the slides he presented, 
Pitzer showed the audience  
pictures of the natural 
transparency of the Red 
Sulphur district water coming 
largely from Coburn Springs,  
which has faithfully supplied 
water since 1937 to residents 
of Monroe County and which 
should continue to  supply such 
high quality water for 
generations to come. He 
explained that because of its 
naturally low level of turbidity 
this water requires very little 
treatment and stressed the 
importance of preserving this 
water.  
     On the auditorium screen, a 
slide of two creeks in Wetzel 
County, WV feeding into a 
stream clearly showed the 
extent to which the creek on 
the left, which had been 
crossed by a pipeline upstream, 
was affected by turbidity 
whereas the creek on the right 
with no pipeline was clear. The 
following slides then showed 
the actual construction of the 
pipeline crossing the creek 
using dynamite blasting.  The 
clear cutting and excavating on 
the steep mountain slope 
leading to the stream crossing 
had caused serious erosion and 
land slips bringing mud, silt 
and sand along with residues of 

pollutant emissions from diesel 
operated machinery emitted 
during construction down into 
the stream.. The next slide 
from the EPA website showed 
the estimated number of 
pollutants measured in 
thousands of pounds per day 
that are emitted by machinery 
during the construction of a 
single pipeline segment. Mr. 
Pitzer concluded, "It would be 
a real problem if we have to 
shut that plant down because of 
turbidity due to excavation." 
     As a piece of 8" pipe, 
representing the one recently 
installed by Columbia Gas in 
the southern part of the county 
was set on stage next to the 42 
inch pipe brought in by the 
JMHS students, the audience 
listened to descriptions by land 
owners of the nightmare they 
said they were still dealing 
with as a result of the 8-inch 
pipeline that had recently 
crossed their properties. From 
the landowners came vivid 
accounts of the disruption of 
their lives and land cause by 
the 8" diameter line. Spectators 
said they couldn't help but 
wonder what impact the 
construction of a pipeline 
nearly six times the size could 
possibly have.  
     Landowners Bill Hash from 
Peterstown and Noel and Linda 
Boggess from Ballard said they 
were disgusted by the way 
construction of this 8" diameter 
pipeline was handled. Mr. 
Hash's driveway was blocked 
for weeks; the Boggess’s 
access to their 80 acre cattle 
pasture was cut off; heavy 
machinery emitting foul diesel 
fuel exhaust was left running 
for hours for no apparent 
reason; work frequently went 
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on 24/7, flashing headlights 
into bedrooms late into the 
night. These landowners stated 
they had been deceived by the 
gas representative who had sat 
with them "right there at the 
kitchen table" telling them 
what they later felt were lies. 
The construction job  begun in 
April of 2014 that was 
supposed to take 2 weeks 
instead lasted 9 months. The 
right of way in Mr. Hash's 
driveway was supposed to be 
rebuilt, but keeps on collapsing 
and requiring more dirt; and 
the one cutting through the 
middle of the Boggess’s 
beautiful cattle pasture is full 
of unfilled holes and planted 
with patchy looking weeds 
instead of proper pasture grass. 
The fence the gas company 
took down there has still not 
been replaced. When they went 
to the local complaints office, 
the Bogesses were told there is 
nothing that can be done, more 
or less saying, "We promised 
you vegetation, but we never 
specified what type."  Linda 
Boggess added, "Our property 
is not our property anymore. If 
we had known, we would have 
fought this pipeline tooth and 
nail like our neighbor did. 
People think this pipeline is 
going to bring a lot of money 
into the county, but there is no 
dollar figure worth what they 
did to our property." 
     During an interview with 
Channel 59 which took place at 
the meeting, Dr. Miller  noted, 
"When we really start looking 
into the facts, we found that 
this is going to benefit our 
county very little or none. The 

tax benefits EQT corporation 
claims we are going to get 
from this are greatly 
exaggerated." 
     Mr. Mike Allen, native of 
Monroe County with a long 
career in education and a 
history of volunteer service to 
youth organizations including 
the MC 4-H Club, opened an 
in-depth overview of public 
safety issues that are linked to 
pipelines such as massive fires 
and explosions. He noted, "If it 
takes the 911 Rescue Squad 20 
minutes to respond to a fire in 
a rural place like mine, what 
would the time lapse be for a 
42 inch pipeline explosion with 
a blast radius of 1155 ft., 
covering an area equivalent to 
873 football fields?" Mr. Allen 
proceeded to walk the audience 
through a series of slides 
depicting statistics collected by 
the U.S. Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials 
Administration which indicate 
that there is "one serious 
pipeline incident in the United 
States every 30 hours". 
Reminding the audience that 
the proposed route of the 
pipeline would come within 
300 ft of the James Monroe 
High School, Mr. Allen then 
described the explosion in San 
Bruno, California  involving a 
smaller 30" diameter pipeline,  
under half the pressure that the 
proposed Monroe County 
pipelines would be under, 
which killed 8 people, 
destroyed numerous homes, 
left a crater 2 ft long by 26ft 
wide and was registered as a 
1.1 magnitude earthquake, 
leaving people in the audience 

with the question: Do we want 
our school children to be 
sitting right here every day 
within 300 ft of the epi-center 
of a potential  explosion with a 
blast radius of 1155 feet? 
     Footnotes: 
     (1)Documentaries' of Virginia 
residents intervention against 
proposed interstate pipelines 
filmed by videographer Marino 
Colmano and Freda Ascot.  
     (2)Eminent domain is "The 
power of a government to take 
private property for public use 
without the owner's consent, 
provided just compensation is 
given." 
     Photos courtesy of WVNS 
59, Beckley. The full video 
may be seen at: 
www.wvnstv.com/video 
 


