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Pipeline Meeting at Lindside Draws Large Crowd

About 200 people gathered in
the Lindside Methodist Church on
Tuesday, November 18" to attend
an informational meeting on the
proposed 220-mile-long, 42-inch
frack gas pipe pipeline that would
cut a 125 foot construction
corridor across Monroe County;
passing near the communities of
Creamery, Wayside, Hans Creek,
Lindside, and Peterstown, and
carryin a projected 2 billion
cubic feet of natural gas to be
transported under high pressure
from Wetzel County to a
compressor station in Pittsylvania,
Virginia.

This inter-state pipeline, known
as the Mountain Valley Pipeline
(MVP), a joint-venture project
sponsored by EQT and NextEra,
would be governed by the United
States Natural Gas Act, which
requires a  Certificate of
Convenience and Necessity from
the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission  (FERC)  before
construction could commence.

The MVP is the first of two
pipelines projected to cross
Monroe County for which the
voluntary first step of Pre-Filing
has been undertaken with FERC.
The other pipeline, known as the
Appalachian Connector project
(formerly called the Western
Marcellus project), has either not
yet undertaken this step with
FERC or may elect not to do so.

“We’re early into the process,”
Greenbrier  River = Watershed
Association Education
Coordinator Elise Keaton told the
audience on Tuesday night.
“People have been saying this is a
done deal and there’s nothing that
can be done. They’re wrong."

The gas companies have begun
contacting landowners and getting
in touch with government
agencies who have an interest in
what they’re doing. Neither of
them has submitted a formal
application yet. According to
MVP's projected timeline, visible
on their website at:
http://mountainvalleypipeline.info
/project-schedule/ the soonest they

would submit their application to
FERC (Federal Energy Re ulato
Commission)  would %)
October, 2015 and the targeted i 1n—
service date would be in the fourth
quarter of 2018.

When the audience was asked if
there was anyone in favor of the
MVP, only one man openly said
he would support the cause.

Keaton said the reasons people
are so opposed to the pipeline are
obvious. She listed diminished
property values, large swaths of
forest removal leadlng to erosion
and increased storm water runoff,
water contamination resultmg
from excavation through fragile
karst topography, the crossing of
local streams and sensitive land
such as the Appalachian Trail and
the Blue Ridge Parkway.

“Facilities associated with the
proposed pipeline projects would
include several compressor
stations along each route,” she
said. Both pipelines must obtain
approvals from a number of state
and federal agencies, including the
Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) which has
primary jurisdiction over interstate
natural gas pipelines. To issue a
certificate of need, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission
must find that the public benefits
of the project outweigh adverse
impacts.

“FERC must consider economic
aspects of the project such as

whether the pipeline enhances
competltlve as transportation
alternatives, the possibility of
overbuilding, and the potential for
overcapacity. FERC must also
consider  the environmental
impacts and unnecessary exercise
of eminent domain.”

According to Mr. Jerry Pitzer, a
member of the Board of Directors
of the Red Sulphur Public Service
District, the proposed route of this
plpelme is only a few hundred
yards from the headwaters of
Rich Creek. It would travel
through protected watershed areas
of the Red Sulphur District and
the Coulter's Chapel watershed

which is a "Zone of Critical
Concern" north of the Peterstown
area, potentially compromising
the water supply of over 4,000
people, nearly one-third of the
population of Monroe County.

In order to be able to build the
pipeline, FERC not only has to
consider environmental impacts, it
also has to come up with other
options that don’t include building
the pipeline. This opens up a wide
area of possibility.

To begin with, “You don’t have
to allow a person to survey your
property to allow right of way
unless they have a deed, lease,
right of way, right of eminent
domain or some other interest that
would include the right to conduct
surveys,” said Joe Lovett, an

attorney with Appalachlan
Mountain Advocates in
Lewisburg. He  emphasized,

“There is no right of eminent
domain granted by FERC until it
grants a Certificate of Public
Convenience.

Lovett went on to stipulate that
once approved by FERC, a
pipeline company could then go to
federal court "...and use eminent
domain to get the right of way that
the landowners are unwilling to
grant." He said he would represent
anyone who gets sued for not
allowing the FERC to survey their
land without the right paperwork,
at no cost.

But, he added, if a landowner's
land were to be taken, "you have
to be paid for the loss of your
property rights. I recommend that
you get legal representatlon before
signing any agreement."

For those who may not be sure
what eminent domain is, Lovett
offered an example. “Eminent
domain is like a company walking
up to you and saymg, ‘I want a
piece of your tie!” They cut off a
piece of your tie. They say they
only took a piece, but they really
ruined the whole thing."

In the eventuality of FERC
approving the pipeline, what
would therefore need to be
considered, he suggested, is an




appraisal of the entirety of an
affected property owner's land in
order for he or she to obtain a
more fair deal from these
companies. The reason he cited is
that this pipeline would create the
infrastructure for fracking which
has the potential to further devalue
the land.

Despite claims that such a
pipeline would create economic
development and jobs for Monroe
County, Dr. Steve Miller, a family
practice physician in Peterstown,
reported that while easement
settlements from this pipeline
could generate some extra income
for around 1% of the population,
"Any jobs created statewide are
likely to be only of a temporary
nature lasting 12-18 months until
the project is finished." He added
that according to the Monroe
County Tax Assessor, the initial
$8,000 to $9,000 tax revenue
Monroe County could collect
from the gas company would
steadily decrease over 30 years.
Miller concluded by saying that,
"We should not be misled into
thinking that the Mountain Valley
Project will result in any
significant long-term
improvement. We do not gain by
allowing our people and resources
to be exploited for corporate
profit. Any financial gain which
may result directly or indirectly
from this project will be more
than offset by lost revenue from
land use, negative impact on real
estate, negative impact on
property owners ability to borrow
against their properties and the
potential for negative impact on
local banks."

Keaton noted that more
information about the pipeline is
available at
wwWw.mareproject.com, or by
emailing elise@greenbrier.org or
calling 304-647-4792.
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