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Letter to the Editor from Dana O. Olson, M.D.  

 
 

Dear Editor, 
This is an account of my experience of the 

First Mountain Valley Pipeline meeting in 
Gretna, VA on 12/15/2014. 

Hampton Inn.  Multiple EQT vehicles in 
lot.  WV licenses.  Large truck for equipment.   

There were two rooms.  One was the area 
where they serve breakfast in the morning 
and the other was a conference room about 
the size of a classroom at James Monroe. 

The first (main) room was organized along 
the line of what appeared to be a combination 
monopoly game/ slaughterhouse, with a 
series of stations around the room, with 
individual tables and displays and 2-3 EQT 
employees at each station.  In the center of 
the room was a high, large table, covered 
with all kinds of fancy foods, leaving little 
extra space in the room.  Pleasant background 
music.   

The stations began on the right where 
people were to sign in and register.  You 
received a bag for literature, as well as MVP 
pens, hats, tape measures, hand sanitizer, etc.  
Then going around the circle you were 
shown, at the individual stations, information 
on technology, route, restoration, safety, etc.  
At the end of the circle was the FERC.   

The second room was down a hall, also had 
a big table in the center, although covered 
with large maps, and maps around the walls.  
Along one side of the room was a series of 
EQT employees with computers showing 
stakeholders the routes. 

In this room I learned that this was a 
transmission line not a distribution line.  No 
gas to locals along the route. 

There were about 30 EQT employees, 
neatly dressed and groomed (White shirts 
with MVP logos).  They were forthcoming 
and answered all my questions with a smile. 

I met three FERC individuals, 2 who were 
contractors and one (only person in the room 
in a suit) was an actual Federal employee.  
The 2 contractors told me that they read the 
comments.  One of the contractors told me 
that she had done EIS for 10 years.  I asked 
her about the explosion in WV.  She didn’t 
know about it.  I asked if an explosion would 
be an environmental impact.  She said that 
was a different department, and if there was 
an explosion, that another organization would 
investigate it.  I asked the other contractor if 
individuals that are regulated ever go to work 
for the FERC.  He said it went both ways.  I 
forgot to ask the FERC contractors if they 
took an oath. 

The EQT employees told me that they all 
traveled together.  It looked like one big 
happy, well paid family, including the 
FERCs. 

Overall, it seemed to me to be skillful, yet 
shameful deceptive behavior, timed to miss 
the elections and to land in the middle of the 
holiday season.   

Whether the pipeline is needed by the 
public or not, this crass pattern of behavior, 
affecting so many lives in what should be a 
free country, is not right and should not be 
encouraged. 

 Thank you,  
 Dana O. Olson, M.D. 

 


