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Commission Responds to PSD Concerns

In a letter to EQT and the Federal
Energy  Regulatory Commission on
January 12" the Monroe County
Commission responded to concerns
recently expressed by the Red Sulphur
Public Service District about possible
impacts from the proposed Mountain
Valley Gas Transmission Pipeline. The
complete text of the Commission’s letter
is provided below.

Dear Sir/Madam,

The Monroe County Commission has
been made aware that EQT and Nextra, in
a joint venture, is proposing to construct a
42 inch natural gas pipeline that will run
from Wetzel County, WV to Pittsylvania
County, VA passing through Monroe
County.

After reviewing the proposed route of
the pipeline, it appears such pipeline
comes with 1,200 to 1,500 feet from
Coburn Spring, the main raw water
source for the Red Sulphur Public Service
District. The Red Sulphur PSD has assets
of more than 25 million and processes
more than 300,000 gallons of safe
drinking water to over 4,000 Monroe
County customers daily. The Coburn
Spring is located on Peters Mountain near
Peterstown and produces about a million
gallon of water per day.

This water is of such high quality in
order to comply with the Safe Drinking
Water Act, it only takes about 1/10 of the
treatment required by the district’s
counterparts that draw from open sources
such as rivers and lakes to produce the
same amount of water.

This Commission is very concerned
about the Mountain Valley Pipeline

coming in close proximity to this primary
water source for the entire southern end
of Monroe County.

In an effort to protect the water
sources of the Red Sulphur Public
Service District and any and all other
water sources within Monroe County, this
Commission, as of the 12th day of
January 2015, will require that any
construction, mining, drilling, or pipe line
construction that is projected to occur
within a five mile radius from the outside
perimeter of the source water protection
plan would require a hydrology and
geology impact study paid for by the
corporation wishing to perform such
work. These impact studies must be
performed by a company agreeable to the
County Commission and must be
submitted to the County Commission
prior to any official land survey study
must be to the satisfaction of the Monroe
County Commission and the WV
Department of Health ascertaining there
would be no damage to the aquifers or
potential contaminates that would reduce,
restrict or contaminate the source waters
in Monroe County during or after
construction.

Please know that this County
Commission is standing ready, willing
and able to take whatever means
available to us to protect the waters of
Monroe County.

Sincerely,

Clyde Gum, Jr., President, Monroe
County Commission
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